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l. Product Knowledge
Topic9b: Major Pests in Nigeria

There are many pests in Nigeria, including insects, plant diseases, insect-like
organisms, weeds, and vertebrate. In this session we will focus on the eight major
pests based on damage caused yearly in Nigeria.
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1. Caterpillars 2. Grasshoppers

5. Birds 6. Snails 7. Weeds 8. Nematodes

In the following table an overview is provided of the major pests and their damage to
crops.

Pest Crop and damage Time of the year

1 | Caterpillars Feed on succulent plant parts such as | July-August.
leaves of cereal and leguminous crops.

2 | Grasshoppers | Feed on any green crops. Year round.

3 | Locust Feed on any crops. Move in swarms Seasonal; July-August;
and destroy crops completely if not they come in colonies
controlled. unlike the

grasshoppers.

4 | Rodents Feed on root and tubers (yam and Year round.

potatoes) and legumes such as
groundnut. They attack stored grain
and seeds.

5 | Birds Birds like the quellea attack grains in August-October.
the field, especially during the dough
stage in rice, wheat and sorghum.
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Snails Bore holes in leaves by chewing and July-August.
feed on garden fruits e.g. tomatoes.
Weeds Broad leaf weeds and grass compete During the wet season.

with all crops for nutrients. There are
parasitic weeds such as dodder and
strigar spp. that attack maize, sorghum

and cowpea.
Nematodes Feed on the roots, young seedlings and | During the growing
other crops, such as soybean and season.

potatoes by boring.
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Materials needed

Time needed:

Preparations:

Set up

Attention:

Title:

Credibility:
Objectives:

Benefits:

M Flip-sheet board with flip-sheets

M Markers (1 black, 1 blue, 1 green, 1 red)
M Colored cards

I Empty A4 sheets

45 minutes

M Flip-sheet with the heading Major Pests in Nigeria
[ Set of pictures of the eight major pests

M Set of colored cards with the following pests:
- Caterpillars
- Grasshoppers
- Locust
- Rodents
- Birds
- Snails
-  Weeds
- Nematodes

Tell participants that in the previous session we discussed
pests and plant diseases. Now we will discuss the major pests
in Nigeria.

Tell participants the title while showing the flip-sheet with
the title: Major pests in Nigeria.

Explain your experience in pest management.

To introduce the major pests in Nigeria, and discuss their
damage and the time of year they occur.

To know the major pests in Nigeria will help agri-input
dealers know what type of pesticides to supply to farmers.
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Direction: During this session, we will focus on eight major pests in
Nigeria, their damage, and the time of year when they occur.
We will not discuss pesticide recommendations for the pests.
(]
Delivery

Explanation, Demonstration, Exercise, and Guidance:

1. Tell participants that in Nigeria there are many pests. We have selected the eight
major pests based on yearly damage to crops.

2. Form 16 groups. Give each group a picture or a colored card. Tell the groups
that you have distributed eight pictures and eight matching colored cards with
the name of the pests. The groups have to find the matching picture or card.

3. If all groups have found their matching picture or card, let them paste the
pictures and card on the wall. Paste the pictures under one another with the
matching name next to it.

4. Divide the group into four groups. Give each group two pests to discuss. For
every pest they must discuss:
e Which crops do they damage and what type of damage is done?
¢ What time of the year do they occur?

5. Let the groups write their answers on white A4 sheets. Tell them to write big,

bold, and in capital letters. Let each group paste their answers behind the pest
discussed.

6. Discuss the results.

Pest

Crop and damage

Time of the year

1 | Caterpillars Feed on succulent plant parts such as July-August.
leaves of cereal and leguminous crops.
2 | Grasshoppers | Feed on any green crops. Year round.

3 | Locust Feed on any crops. Move in swarms and Seasonal; July-
destroy crops completely if not controlled. | August; they come
in colonies unlike
the grasshoppers.
4 | Rodents Feed on root and tubers (yam and All Year round.
potatoes) and legumes such as groundnut.
They attack stored grain and seeds.
5 | Birds Birds like the quellea attack grains in the August-October.
field, especially during the dough stage in
rice, wheat and sorghum.
6 | Snails Bore holes in leaves by chewing and feed July-August.
on garden fruits e.g. tomatoes.
7 | Weeds Broad leaf weeds and grass compete with | During the wet

all crops for nutrients. There are parasitic
weeds such as dodder and strigar spp. that
attack maize, sorghum and cowpea.

season.

8 | Nematodes

Feed on the roots, young seedlings and
other crops, such as soybean and potatoes
by boring.

During the growing
season.
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Finish

Summary:  Give a summary by telling participants that we've identified
caterpillars, grasshoppers, locusts, rodents, birds, snails,
weeds, and nematodes as the major pests in Nigeria. Repeat
the damage done by each pest.

Questions:  Ask if anyone has a question or comment.

Evaluation:  Ask them what damage is caused by locusts. Ask them why
nematodes are considered major pests. Ask them what time
of year rodents occur. Ask them to describe the different
types of weeds and what damage they cause.

Next step: In this session, we learned about the major pests in Nigeria. In
the next session we will learn how to treat them.

Distribute the fact sheet to all participants.
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VISUALS

The following visuals should be cut into two, so there will be one visual on a sheet of
paper.















