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II. Store Management 
Topic 27d: How to Handle a Spill of Agri-

Inputs on the Store Floor 
 
Even if you are very careful with the agri-inputs, an accidental spill may occur on the 
store floor.  
 
The following materials are needed to clean a leakage or spill: 

• Protective clothing. 
• Absorbent material, such as sand or sawdust 

mixed with lime (the lime neutralizes the 
product). 

• Special bag or container for agri-input waste. 
• Pan or flat spade. 
• Bucket. 
• Mop. 
• Dustpan and brush. 

 
Complete the following steps to clean a spill: 

1. Keep people and animals away from the spillage.  
2. Protect yourself. 
3. Upright the container, if possible, to avoid further spillage. 
4. Surround the spill to avoid further contamination (in the case of a liquid). 
5. Soak the spill with sand or sawdust (in the case of a liquid). 
6. Brush it up carefully and dispose in the special bag or container. 
7. Clean the place of spillage with water and soap. 
8. Clean yourself and your protective clothing. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
 

II. Store Management 
Topic 27d: How to Handle a Spill of Agri-

Inputs on the Store Floor 
 

Materials needed 
 Flip-sheet board with flip-sheets 

 Markers (1 black, 1 blue, 1 green, 1 red) 

 Protective clothing (at least boots and gloves) 

 Bag filled with sand 

 Pan or flat spade 

 Dustpan and brush 

 Mop 

 Bucket with water 

 
Time needed: 45 minutes 
 
Preparations:   Flip-sheet with the heading How to handle a spill of agri-

inputs on the store floor? 

 1 large bottle of water (you can add some lemonade to 
give it a color) labeled agri-inputs 

 Plastic bag labeled waste 

 
Note: You can conduct this session very well outside. Make sure you have enough 
space. 

 

Set up 
Attention: Take the bottle of water (remove the cap first) and pretend 

you are walking and stumbling over something. Spill some 
water on the floor and yell: “Oh, I spilled agri-inputs on the 
floor! What should I do now?” 

 Turn to the participants and ask them: “I have spilled some 
agri-inputs on the floor. Who knows what to do? Please raise 
your hands.” Tell participants that we are going to discuss 
what to do step by step. 



 
 
 

Title: Tell participants the title while showing the flip-sheet with 
the title: How to Handle an Agri-Input Spill on the Store Floor 

Credibility: Explain your experience with agri-inputs. 

Objectives: To explain how to handle a spill or leakage. 

Benefits: Knowing how to react to a spill can help you avoid 
contamination and further loss of products. 

 Direction: During this session, we will focus on cleaning liquids, 
granules, and powders. 

 

Delivery 

Explanation, Demonstration, Exercise, and Guidance: 
1. Ask everyone to form a circle around you. Make sure everyone can clearly see the 

spillage. If necessary, add some water to make the spillage bigger. Lay the bottle 
on its side on the ground. 

2. Ask for a volunteer. Tell the others that this volunteer is going to clean the 
spillage, but that the others must give him/her instructions on what do to. 

3. Repeat the situation: You are in your store and you have a spill or leakage. What is 
the first thing the volunteer should do? Every time someone mentions what to do 
next, make sure that everyone agrees. If someone mentions a step that should 
come later, try to guide participants to the correct step. If everyone agrees on the 
step, repeat it, and let the volunteer complete the step. The following steps 
should be mentioned: 

a. Keep people and animals away from the spillage.  
b. Protect yourself. Let the volunteer put on gloves and boots. 
c. Upright the container, if possible, to avoid further spillage. 
d. Surround the spill to avoid further contamination. Mention that this is 

only in the case of a liquid.  
e. Soak the spill with sand or sawdust. Mention that this is only in the case of 

a liquid. Ask why we can use sawdust mixed with lime? The lime  
neutralizes the product. 

f. Brush it up carefully and dispose in the special bag or container. 
g. Clean the place of spillage with water and soap. 
h. Clean yourself and your protective clothing. (The volunteer does not have 

to do this.) 

4. Thank the volunteer. 

 

Finish 
Summary: Give a summary by repeating all the steps.  

Questions: Ask if anyone has a question or comment.  

Evaluation: Ask them to repeat all the steps. 



 
 
 

Next step: Next time you have a spill in your store, you know will what to 
do to avoid further contamination and accidents.  

 

Distribute the fact sheet to all participants. 

 

 

 
 

 


